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	Rationale  
	 
	 


RE at Beech Hill Community Primary School is about developing children’s ideas and ways of working to enable them to make sense of the world in which they live through appreciation of other cultures and using and application of cross curricular skills. We live in an increasingly diverse society where children need to acquire the knowledge, skills and attitudes to prepare them for life in the 21st century and to become good citizens of the future. At Beech Hill we teach RE to help children think reflectively and spiritually. This policy has been developed with reference to the previous R.E. policy and has been produced to meet the requirement of the Lancashire Agreed Syllabus for R.E. as stipulated by the Local Authority. 
  
Aims  
The broad aim of religious education at Beech Hill Community Primary School is to promote the spiritual, moral, cultural and intellectual development of children by providing high quality, relevant learning. Children reflect on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual knowledge and understanding. This is achieved by encouraging children to explore and respond to these aspects of religion and draw upon their own experiences. Children will learn about and learn from different religions and beliefs.  We want children to know that their own belief system and those of others are valued and respected.  We encourage children to share their knowledge and experience with others.   
  
We aim for our children to;  
  
· Develop and extend their knowledge, understanding and awareness of major world faiths: Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism as well as other traditions, such as secular world view. 
 
· Express ideas and insights into the nature, significance and impact of religions and world views

· Gain and deploy skills needed to engage seriously with religions and world views
  
· To be members of diverse local, national and international communities and respect the right of other people to hold beliefs different from their own.  
  
· To explore faith spirituality and an awareness of themselves and others.  
  
· To offer pupils lively, stimulating R.E. lessons, which take a variety of formats and provide opportunities for whole-class, group and individual work.  
  
Curriculum  
The law states that Religious Education (RE) must be taught in all schools, but it is not a part of the National Curriculum. Instead, local communities have the chance to influence what Wigan Borough pupils learn in RE. They do this by working with the Wigan Standing Advisory council for Religious Education (SACRE) who have stated that non faith schools must follow the Lancashire Syllabus.  
The “Core Areas” - Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and Judaism are drawn upon in Key Stage 1 and then studied further in Key stage 2 with Sikhism introduced in lower Key Stage 2 and Buddhism in Upper Key Stage 2.  In accordance with legal requirements, more material is drawn from Christianity across each Key Stage than from any other religion.  
The school teaches open minded religious education and is fully inclusive.  The aim is for all pupils to develop their own belief and values.  
  
Each unit of work is planned using a field of enquiry approach. This includes:
• Shared human experience - the nature of being human. 
• Living religious tradition - principal religious traditions encountered in the world.  
• Beliefs and values – the theology that lies at the heart of these traditions. 
• The search for personal meaning – a lifelong quest for understanding.


Time Allocation 

The syllabus is based on the expectation that a minimum of 5% curriculum time is allocated to the teaching of Religious Education.

_ Foundation Stage: Taught through the Early Learning Goals.  
_ KS1: 36 hours per year (e.g. 50 minutes a week)  
_ KS2: 45 hours per year (e.g. an hour per week)  

Collective worship is not part of the taught curriculum and is not part of the recommended time for teaching Religious Education.
  
EYFS  
In the Foundation Stage, R.E. is taught within the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. Throughout Foundation Stage, children will begin to explore the world of religion and belief in terms of significant books, objects and times. They listen to and talk about stories. They are introduced to specialist words and use their senses in exploring religious and other beliefs with a focus on religious celebrations and festivals. They reflect upon their own feelings and experiences. They use their imagination and curiosity to develop their appreciation of, and wonder at, the world in which they live.  
Throughout the Early Learning Goals R.E. has a particularly important contribution to reach the following goals which are evident in planning:  
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
· Communication and Language   
· Understanding the World   
· Exploring Art and Design  
  
The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum promotes the ideology of learning through play. 
Changes to the curriculum are based on the children’s interest and ensure that learning is child centred and child initiated. Therefore there are often unplanned opportunities for R.E. which allow children to develop knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs and practices as and when these arise through (for example):  
  
· The news that children share about religious and other special events they have experienced.  
· [image: ]Issues raised by everyday routines, such as those associated with diet or dress.  The proximity of a particular place of worship or other significant building or site.  
· The availability of a visitor.  
  
  
KS1 and KS2  
R.E. in Key Stages 1 and 2 is generally delivered as a discrete subject, although links may be made with other curricular areas where and when this is appropriate.  The Agreed Syllabus requires that 36 hours per year are devoted to the subject in Reception and Key Stage 1 and 45 hours per year in Key Stage 2.    
  
    
Inclusion (please refer also to the School’s Inclusion Policy)  
· Inclusion is about every child having educational needs that are special and the School meeting these diverse needs in order to ensure the active participation and progress of all children in their learning.  
· Successful inclusive provision at Beech Hill Primary is seen as the responsibility of the whole school community, permeating all aspects of school life and applicable to all our pupils.   
· Inclusive practice in RE should enable all children to achieve their best possible standard; whatever their ability, and irrespective of gender, ethnic, social or cultural background, home language or any other aspect that could affect their participation in, or progress in their learning.  
· If parents wish for their child not to attend RE lessons they must sign a letter to opt out but understand the importance of children gaining experiences from a broad curriculum.  
  
The teaching of R.E. should remain objective and educational in its approach and never to covert or support any religion in particular. It should also attempt to contribute to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils, regardless of their beliefs.  


Parents have a legal right to withdraw their children from all or part of the RE curriculum. Any parent considering exercising this right is welcome to discuss the RE syllabus with school if they wish or can let the school office or class teacher that they would like to partially or fully withdraw their child from RE lessons. Children will be supervised in school and be given a reading book to read during the lesson time.
  
Assessment and reporting  
Quality teaching and learning in R.E. takes place during lessons by addressing all three strands of the RE assessment.
  
  
Assessment of RE is divided into three main strands;  
· Know about and understand religions and world views  
· Express and communicate ideas relating to religions and world views
· Gain and deploy skills  
  
Pupil’s work will be marked according to the agreed school marking policy with challenges set during lessons. Children will be reflective in lessons and share their own reflections in class giving teachers opportunity for assessment. Assessment of pupils understanding of the content of each unit is continuously monitored by the class teacher in their evaluations of each lesson. 
  
Pupils are assessed less formally using a variety of methods:-  
· Observing children at work, individually, in pairs, in a group, and in classes.   
· Questioning, talking and listening to children   
· Considering work/materials / investigations produced by children together with discussion about this with them.   
  
During the school year teachers will share assessments with parents/careers at parents evening.
Resources  
Teachers use a variety of resources to make R.E. lessons motivating and accessible.  These include books, pictures, posters and artefacts from the major faiths.  School resources are stored in the resource cupboard.  We have a subscription to NATRE which allows all staff to login for professional development, resources, ideas and shares information such as school visitors and local groups. RE lead is part of a cluster where ideas are shared, good practice is modelled and changes are discussed.
  
Monitoring and review  
It is the ultimate responsibility of the Headteacher and the Governors to ensure that the legal requirements for teaching R.E. are met and that the L.A. guidelines are followed.  It is the responsibility of the R.E. subject leader to facilitate this by developing an appropriate policy and scheme of work, and by purchasing resources to enable teaching staff to implement these.   All members of staff are responsible for making themselves aware of the school policy and the legal requirements.  
  
Signature on  behalf of governing body:  
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